no uniform pattern of approach to understanding the mechanism of topical corticosteroid activity. Surely, at least one paper on mechanisms, dealing with general effects of steroids rather than just skin, should have been included and perhaps this could have replaced the somewhat out of place measurement of itch. I £16.85 New York &c.: Harper and Row 1976 This is a welcome book in a field not widely covered. It has the great advantage of describing how one man deals with the problems and in general gives a very clear lead. It is a book intended to complement an atlas of operative surgery which should appear in the near future, so it does not include operative detail.
In this kind of book there are ofcourse a number of matters on which a reviewer could disagree. For example, it is surprising to see that anorectal manometry is not practical under the age of six months in the diagnosis of Hirschsprung's disease. There is also no mention of the use of suction biopsy which is widely used in the United Kingdom and largely eliminates the need for formal, open rectal biopsy under anesthesia. Again I think most surgeons here would prefer a colostomy technique which avoided the use of a glass rod so that bags could be applied from the outset making nursing management much more convenient. Finally, there is no reference to the usual need for special dietetic management after necrotising enterocolitis and many would eschew entirely primary anastomosis for this condition. Several different techniques are described for the treatment ofjejunoileal atresia and it would help if the author gave a clear indication as to which method he himself prefers, but this is, I believe, the only lapse in the admirably direct descriptions of the author's surgical techniques in this book. It is interesting to see American surgeons still recommending muscle repair in inguinal hernia of young children. Simple herniotomy is an established technique here and equally good results are obtained. This book should, however, be very valuable for the surgeon embarking on a practice in neonatal surgery and it will undoubtedly stimulate thought and give some new ideas to the more experienced. 
